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Trespa International B.V. is a leading manufacturer of panels for exterior 
façade cladding applications around the globe.

Trespa’s management and employees put License to Operate first. Health and 
safety of the employees and the quality and safety of products and thereby 
customers are considered Trespa’s number one priority. Trespa aims to adhere 
to the highest safety standards and has invested and will continue to invest 
in its factory to safeguard the health and safety of its employees and the 
surrounding community. Product compliance, transparent reporting, risk 
control and mitigation and the code of conduct are also critical to the way 
Trespa wants to conduct its business. Successfully addressing all of these topics 
constitutes what Trespa considers to be its License to Operate. License to 
Operate priorities are the responsibility of top management, but also require 
the commitment of the employees, and come first in Trespa’s strategy.

During a top management summit in 2010, Trespa decided to add sustainable 
development more explicitly to the way it wants to conduct its business and 
make it part of their License to Operate priorities. Sustainable development 
provides Trespa with challenges as well as new opportunities. The challenge 
is to limit the impact of Trespa products and operations on the environment. 
At the same time Trespa sees opportunities to help its customers solve their 
sustainability needs through new products and solutions. Trespa is fully 
committed to playing its part in understanding and meeting the associated 
diverse challenges, now and in the future.

As an anchor and guideline to its efforts, Trespa has referred to the ISO 26000 
norm, Guidance on Social Responsibility. Many of the topics that Trespa 
considers to be its LTO priorities are already incorporated in this ISO 2600 
norm. To extend the License to Operate priorities with sustainability, Trespa 
selected the relevant issues covering this topic from the norm:

•	 Prevention of pollution
•	 Sustainable resource use
•	 Climate change mitigation and adaptation
•	 Protection and restoration of the natural environment

Introduction
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This position paper describes Trespa’s first steps and focus on the journey to 
improve its performance regarding these issues. As Trespa progresses in its 
efforts or as new information becomes available that requires the company 
to change its priorities, Trespa will restate its position accordingly and issue 
new versions of this position paper. In doing so, Trespa will clearly outline its 
progress as well as the change in its priorities.
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Philosophy and beliefs
Common sense
As in many of its business decisions Trespa will use common sense in 
addressing the topic of sustainable development. It will continue to evaluate 
available methodologies and only adopt ones that are understandable, 
transparent and standardized and that promote lasting improvements.

Objective and fact based
Trespa believes in objective and fact based analysis and has performed a Life 
Cycle Analysis (LCA) to map its environmental footprint along the entire value 
chain. Though many different methods exist, Trespa believes the Life Cycle 
Analysis, as described in ISO 14040 and ISO 14044, is currently the most 
objective and fact based method to measure its environmental footprint, that 
is available. This is supported by an increasing number of certifications relying 
on this methodology. Although it will pursue certification, this is not the 
backbone of Trespa’s sustainability policy.

The Life Cycle Analysis for Trespa has been performed and validated by one of 
the leading consultants in the area of sustainable development, and will form 
the basis for all of Trespa’s improvement initiatives.

Integral part of business planning and  
review cycle
To achieve change Trespa will set priorities based on its Life Cycle Analysis 
(LCA) and agree realistic but challenging targets. In line with other License to 
Operate topics, Trespa has integrated all sustainability priorities into its rolling 
business planning and review cycle. This cycle consists of an annual target 
setting and budgeting round, monthly KPI reporting and management reviews 
and meetings and quarterly forecasting and recalibration.
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Sustainability Policy
The basis of Trespa’s sustainability policy is a strong belief that any change 
should start with the company itself. Trespa’s approach to sustainable 
development is framed by three basic principles:

1.	Do No Harm
Trespa’s first task is to comply with the safety, product and sustainability rules 
and guidelines set by the countries that it operates in. In addition, Trespa is 
looking for opportunities to minimize the impact of its operations and 
products.

2.	Do Good
The second element of Trespa’s policy is that it strives to help its customers 
realize their sustainability challenges. This means that Trespa looks for 
opportunities to maximize the sustainability contribution of its products in 
their end-use, e.g. façade cladding.
Moreover, Trespa will continue to look for opportunities and initiatives to 
support and promote longer term sustainable development beyond the direct 
scope of its current operations.

3.	Do Better
Finally, Trespa believes new business opportunities will arise from sustainable 
development. Many sustainability challenges also constitute opportunities that 
make good business sense today and will allow the company to continue to 
grow its business.
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Life Cycle Analysis
A Life Cycle Analysis of Trespa has been performed with help of PE International, 
a leading consultant in this area.

Six key environmental indicators commonly agreed as most relevant were 
selected by PE International based on their inclusion in Environmental 
Product Declarations (EPDs). EPD’s are the leading documents to publish 
sustainability results. Trespa is currently in the process of developing an EPD. 
The LCA parameters included in EPDs cover emissions of substances with a 
negative impact on the environment (air, water and soil), emissions of 
greenhouse gases that contribute to climate change and depletion of energy 
resources both non-renewable and renewable. These indicators are listed and 
explained in Appendix 2. Trespa realizes that the LCA methodology itself is in 
development and new dimensions and parameters will be agreed upon in 
future. If this happens, Trespa will update its LCAs to incorporate these latest 
developments and reflect these new dimensions.

The LCA analysis has been performed from a ‘cradle-to-gate’ perspective that 
basically looks at the total impact of the manufacturing footprint including the 
extraction and processing of raw materials as well as transport to the Trespa 
manufacturing site. The analysis excludes the effects during the use and end of 
life phase which has to be analyzed on a specific product level. 

This analysis has made it clear that the majority of Trespa’s environmental 
footprint is determined by its raw material inputs. Up to 80% of the energy in 
Trespa products is allocated from the upstream raw material productions 
processes and transportation to its production site. The same holds for emissions 
leading to creation of acid rain (AP) and extinction of life in water (EP).

Trespa also evaluated one specific Use and End Of Life (EOL) scenario for an 
8mm Meteon façade panel to assess the contributions of these phases to the 
overall environmental footprint of the product. The results of this exercise have 
confirmed that the principal contribution to Trespa’s environmental footprint 
comes from its own manufacturing operations and upstream raw material 
production. With the exception of the carbon footprint (GWP), the contribution 
from the Use and End Of Life phases did not exceed 10% in any dimension of 
the cradle to gate contributions. For the carbon footprint, End Of Life disposal 
through incineration does play a role as captured carbon is released.
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Improvement Initiatives
The newly developed LCA has led to three clear focal points for Trespa’s 
sustainability efforts:
1.	� Upstream contributions from raw material production and transport
2.	� Onsite emissions originating from resin production and impregnation
3.	� Primary energy use for Trespa’s own production processes

To ensure progress and impact, Trespa has added the following list of 
agreements to its business planning:
1.	 �Upstream contributions (topic 1)
	 •	 �Detail the specific contributions of Kraft paper with Trespa’s suppliers
	 •	 �Reduce Trespa’s waste in production of impregnated Kraft and final 

laminates
2.	 Onsite emissions (topic 2)
	 •	No agreements
3.	 Power consumption (topic 3)
	 •	 �Install monthly monitoring of the power consumption per machine
	 •	 �Develop a power reduction plan
4.	 Steam consumptions (topic 3)
	 •	Perform a diagnosis of the current steam consumption
	 •	 �Install monthly monitoring of the steam consumption  

per machine

Progress on each of these agreements is monitored in the monthly Safety and 
Sustainability meeting. Trespa will report back on the results in subsequent 
versions of this document.
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APPENDIX 1

Core subjects and issues Addressed in sub-clause

Core subject: Organizational governance 6.2
Decision making processes and structures 6.2.3
Core subject: Human rights 6.3
Issue 1: Due diligence 6.3.3
Issue 2: Human rights risk situations 6.3.4
Issue 3: Avoidance of complicity 6.3.5
Issue 4: Resolving grievances 6.3.6
Issue 5: Discrimination and vulnerable groups 6.3.7
Issue 6: Civil and political rights 6.3.8
Issue 7: Economic, social and cultural rights 6.3.9
Issue 8: Fundamental rights at work 6.3.10
Core subject: Labour Practices 6.4
Issue 1: Employment and employment relationships 6.4.3
Issue 2: Conditions of work and social protection 6.4.4
Issue 3: Social dialogue 6.4.5
Issue 5: �Human development and training in the workspace 6.4.7
Core subject: The environment 6.5
Issue 1: Prevention of pollution 6.5.3
Issue 2: Sustainable resource use 6.5.4
Issue 3: Climate change mitigation and adaptation 6.5.5
Issue 4: �Protection and restoration of the natural environment 6.5.6
Core subject: Fair operating practices 6.6
Issue 1: Anti-corruption 6.6.3
Issue 2: Responsible political involvement 6.6.4
Issue 3: Fair competition 6.6.5
Issue 4: Promoting social responsibility in the sphere of 6.6.6
Issue 5: Respect for property rights 6.6.7
Core subject: Consumer issues 6.7
Issue 1: �Fair marketing, information and contractual practices 6.7.3
Issue 2: Protecting consumers’ health and safety 6.7.4
Issue 3: Sustainable consumption 6.7.5
Issue 4:� �Consumer service, support and dispute resolution 6.7.6
Issue 5: Consumer data protection and privacy 6.7.7
Issue 6: Access to essential services 6.7.8.
Issue 7: Education and awareness 6.7.9
Core subject: Community involvement 6.8
Issue 1: Community involvement 6.8.3
Issue 2: Education and culture 6.8.4
Issue 3: Employment creation and skills development 6.8.5
Issue 4: Technology development 6.8.6
Issue 5: Wealth and income creation 6.8.7
Issue 6: Health 6.8.8
Issue 7: Social investment 6.8.9

Guidance on social responsibility from ISO 26000 including the priority areas.
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APPENDIX 2
LCA environmental indicators
Emissions parameters:
Acidification Potential (AP) gauging the effect of releasing acids into 
environment ultimately leading to phenomena like acid rain.
Eutrophication Potential (EP) measuring the effect of releasing excessive 
amounts of nutrients into surface water which reduces the oxygen content in 
the water and kills aquatic life.
Ozone Depletion Potential (ODP) measuring the effects of gas emissions 
ultimately leading to breaks in the earth’s protective ozone layer with all the 
associated detrimental effects on life. Well-known but fortunately banned 
contributors to ozone depletion are CFC gasses.
Photochemical Ozone Creation Potential (POCP) gauging the emissions of 
gases with negative impact on the local environment resulting in the build up 
of summer smog.

Climate change parameters:
Global Warming Potential (GWP) is the emission of greenhouse gases leading 
to climate change. This dimension is also known as the carbon footprint and is 
measured in equivalent emission of carbon dioxide. Burning fossil fuels is the 
major source of GWP, but carbon capture in raw materials such as wood can 
off-set these emissions.

Resource depletion parameters:
Primary energy usage is the energy required to produce one unit of product.
Share of renewable energy providing the share of energy coming from 
renewable sources like sun and wind.
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Please visit www.trespa.com  
for the most up to date version 
of this document.

Disclaimer

CONTACT US 

Trespa International B.V.
P.O. Box 110, 6000 AC Weert
Wetering 20, 6002 SM Weert
The Netherlands
www.trespa.com

Customer Service Desk  
EMEA Export
Tel.: +31 (0) 495 458 359 / 573
Fax: +31 (0) 495 458 383
infoexport@trespa.com

Trespa UK Ltd.
Grosvenor House
Hollinswood Road
Central Park, Telford
Shropshire, TF2 9TW
United Kingdom
Tel.: +44 (0) 1952 290707
Fax: +44 (0) 1952 290101
info@trespa.co.uk

 

Trespa North America 
Ltd.
12267 Crosthwaite Circle
Poway, CA 92064
United States of America
Tel.: 1-800-487-3772
Fax: 1-858-679-9568
info.northamerica@trespa.com

Trespa China Co. Ltd.
Room 2604-05, HuaiHai Plaza
No. 1045 HuaiHai Road  
(central)
ShangHai 200031
P.R. China
Tel.: +86 (0) 21 6288 1299
Fax: +86 (0) 21 6288 1296
infochina@trespa.com

 

Customer Service Desk 
Asia/Pacific
Tel.: +86 (0) 21 5465 8388
Fax: +86 (0) 21 5465 6989
infoapac@trespa.com

VISIT US 

Trespa Design Centre
New York
62 Greene Street  
(Ground Floor)
New York, NY 10012
United States of America
Tel.: 1-212-334-6888
Fax.: 1-866-298-3499
info.ny@trespa.com
www.trespa-ny.com

Trespa Design Centre
Barcelona
Calle Ribera 5, 
08003 Barcelona
Spain
Tel.: +34 (0) 93 295 4193
Fax.: +34 (0) 93 116 3300 
info.barcelona@trespa.com
www.trespa-barcelona.com

General
These terms apply to the use 
of this document and such 
use automatically means that 
the other party agrees to these 
terms. The information 
provided by Trespa 
International B.V. (“Trespa”) 
in this document is solely 
indicative. Trespa is unable to 
warrant the accuracy and 
completeness of this 
information. Trespa may 
change the information 
included in this document at 
any time and without further 
notice. Trespa’s customers 
and third parties must 
ascertain that they have the 
most recent document (for 
the most recent version, please 
consult: www.trespa.com). 
No rights can be derived from 
the information provided; the 
use of the information is at 
the other party’s risk and 
responsibility. 

Trespa does not warrant that 
the information in this 
document is suitable for the 
purpose for which it is 
consulted by the other party.  
This document does not 
contain any design, structural 
calculation, estimate or other 
warranty or representation that 
customers and third parties 
may rely on. This document 
does not guarantee any 
properties of Trespa products. 
Colours used in Trespa’s 
communications (including 
but not limited to printed 
matter) and in samples of 
Trespa’s products may differ 
from the colours of the Trespa 
products to be supplied. 
Samples are not intended for 
use in product tests and are 
not representative of 
characteristics of the Trespa 
products. Trespa’s products 
and samples are produced 
within the specified colour 
tolerances and the colours  
(of production batches) may 

differ, even if the same colour 
is used. The viewing angle 
also influences the colour 
perception. Metallics panels 
feature a surface whose colour 
appears to change based on 
the direction from which  
it is viewed. The specified 
colour stability and colour 
specifications relate only to 
the decorative surface of the 
Trespa products, not to the 
core material and samples of 
the Trespa products. Trespa 
products are delivered ex-works 
with straight, sawn sides. 

Customers and third parties 
must have a professional 
adviser inform them about 
(the suitability of) the Trespa 
products for all desired 
applications and about 
applicable laws and 
regulations. Trespa does not 
warrant the above. 

The most recent version of 
the current delivery 
programme and the Material 
Properties Datasheet can be 
found at www.trespa.info. 
Only the information in the 
most recent and valid 
Material Properties Datasheet 
should be used to select and 
provide advice regarding 
Trespa products. Trespa 
reserves the right to change 
(the specifications for) its 
products without prior notice.

Liability
Trespa is not liable (neither 
contractual nor non-
contractual) for any damage 
arising from or related to the 
use of this document, except 
if and to the extent that such 
damage is the result of wilful 
misconduct or gross 
negligence on the part of 
Trespa and/or its management. 
The limitation of liability 
applies to all parties affiliated 
with Trespa, including but not 
limited to its officers, directors, 

employees, affiliated enterprises, 
suppliers, distributors, agents, 
and representatives. 

General conditions
All oral and written statements, 
offers, quotations, sales, 
supplies, deliveries and/or 
agreements and all related 
activities of Trespa are 
governed by the Trespa 
General Terms and 
Conditions of Sale (Algemene 
verkoopvoorwaarden Trespa 
International B.V.) filed with 
the Chamber of Commerce 
and Industry for Noord- en 
Midden-Limburg in Venlo 
(NL) on 11 April 2007 under 
number 24270677, which can 
be found on and downloaded 
from the Trespa website, 
www.trespa.com.  
All oral and written 
statements, offers, quotations, 
sales, supplies, deliveries and/
or agreements and all related 
work of Trespa North 
America, Ltd. are governed by 
the Trespa General Terms 
and Conditions of Sale, which 
can be found on and 
downloaded from the Trespa 
North America Ltd. website, 
www.trespa.com/na. A copy 
of these general conditions of 
sale will be provided free of 
charge on request. 

All general terms and 
conditions other than the 
conditions mentioned above 
are dismissed and do not 
apply, regardless of whether 
such terms and conditions are 
referred to on requests for 
offers, offer confirmations, 
stationery and/or other 
documents of the other party, 
even if Trespa does not 
expressly object to such terms 
and conditions.

Intellectual property
All intellectual property rights 
and other rights regarding the 
content of this document 

(including logos, text and 
photographs) are owned by 
Trespa and/or its licensors. 
Any use of the content of this 
document, including 
distribution, reproduction, 
disclosure, storage in an 
automated data file or the 
dispatch of such a file without 
Trespa’s prior written consent 
is explicitly prohibited.  
® Trespa, Meteon, Athlon, 
TopLab, TopLabPLUS, 
TopLabECO-FIBRE, Virtuon, 
Volkern, Trespa Essentials and 
Mystic Metallics are registered 
trademarks of Trespa.

Questions
Should you have any questions 
or comments, please do not 
hesitate to contact Trespa.

www.trespa.com


